[Progress in molecular identification of snake drugs].
Snake drugs have high values in clinical medication for anti-inflammatory, analgesia activities and dredging collaterals. However, owing to their deficient resource and substantial profit, many counterfeits for snake drugs have appeared on the market. Traditional methods for Chinese medicine authentication include identification of origin, morphology identification, microscopy and physiochemical identification. But these methods are restricted in application because of their high morphological requirement for specimens, complex process for assays and indeterminate results guided by subjective. With the development of molecular biology and molecular genetic techniques, new theories and technologies for molecular detection have been introduced to the authentication of Chinese medicine, such as RAPD, specific PCR amplification, DNA barcoding analysis and so on, improved the authentication system of Chinese medicine. Here, we will give a brief review of molecular detection methods for snake drugs authentication.